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The thirty-fifth Vasse Taskforce meeting was held in Dunsborough on 13
March 2026, chaired by Neema Premiji. The following key issues were
discussed:

1. Toby Inlet management

Toby Inlet is a high-value coastal waterway with important ecological, recreational, cultural and
community values. The Taskforce discussed ongoing pressures including nutrient inputs, limited
flushing, historical modification and increasing development within the catchment.

Long-term monitoring shows highly variable flows and seasonal water quality risks, particularly
during summer. Recent improvements in summer conditions were noted and are likely linked to
sandbar management and increased connections to infill sewerage, reinforcing the importance of
integrated management.

The Taskforce noted that there is no single solution for Toby Inlet. Maintaining and improving water
quality requires continued sandbar management, further conversion from septic systems to deep
sewerage, ongoing nutrient reduction across the catchment, and evidence-based, adaptive
management.
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2. Community engagement highlights
Community interest in waterways across the Geographe catchment remains strong, particularly in
relation to water quality, algal blooms, odour and management actions.

Engagement activities delivered through the Revitalising Geographe Waterways program and
Healthy Estuaries WA continue to be well received. Bus tours, workshops and public events are
providing opportunities for the community to better understand how waterways are managed and
why certain constraints and trade-offs exist.

A Revitalising Geographe Waterways Community Science Update is planned for May 2026 to
share Vasse Wonnerup monitoring results and project outcomes with the community. The
Taskforce acknowledged the importance of clear, consistent and coordinated communication
across agencies.

3. Vasse Wonnerup wetlands management
The Taskforce noted the 2025-26 summer management of the Vasse Wonnerup wetlands,
delivered through close collaboration between partner agencies.

Management of the Vasse surge barrier continues to be guided by Section 40 approvals under
the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, balancing water quality, protection of Carter’s freshwater
mussels and maintenance of internationally significant waterbird habitat.

The wetlands met Ramsar Criterion 5 for the first time since 2019, with more than 27,000
waterbirds recorded during January monitoring.

Resolving the hydraulic barrier between the estuary and the Lower Vasse River remains a
priority, with a new concept design developed for consideration.
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More information www.rgw.dwer.wa.gov.au
For more information www.geocatch.asn.au
Fish kills should be reported to the FishWatch 24-hour hotline on 1800 815 507



http://www.rgw.dwer.wa.gov.au/
http://www.geocatch.asn.au/
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Contact-Us/Pages/Fish-watch.aspx

